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A Qualia Role Based Approach to Chinese Modifier-Head Structures
Li Xianhe

Abstract The attributives in modifier-head structures can be classified into core qual-
ia attributives, general qualia attributives, and non-qualia attributives. Core qualia attribu-
tives are of descriptiveness but no restrictiveness, of which the functions are to profile, se-
lect or coordinate features of the head nouns. Three principles are proposed to account for
the order of multi-item attributives: first, core qualia attributives are put immediately
next to head nouns; second, action, handle, and agentive roles can hardly be a part of
multi-item attributives; third, general qualia attributives comply with the order of “evalu-
ation>material>>constitutive>telic”.
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