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Abstract This paper first reviews Hu’s (2019) analysis of the Chinese middle (-voice) sentences
within the theoretical framework of distributed morphology and points out that there are certain theo-
retical and experiential problems yet to be solved. Secondly, our interpretation on the middle sen-
tences is proposed directly within the qualia structure of the subjective noun. Close attention is paid
not only to the handle role and the evaluative role that the middle verb (V) at the middle of the sen-
tence and the adjectival constituent (AP) at the end of the sentence play, respectively, in relation to
the subjective noun (NP), but also to the ‘ground-figure’ relation between these two qualia roles. Fi-
nally, this approach to the relation between structural configuration and semantic expression in the
sentence is used to analyse sentences of different semantic-pragmatic types in which various qualia
roles of the subjective nouns serve as predicates, giving rise to a method of grammatical analysis in
which the qualia structure of the subject (or topic) nouns is used to explain syntactic configuration and
sematic expression.

Keywords distributed morphology; middle sentences; middle verb;subjective nouns; qualia roles;

syntactic configuration
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