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The Semantic Constraint on Verbs in Chinese Middle Sentence

from the Perspective of Qualia Role
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Abstract: This paper discusses the eligibility of Chinese middle sentence and the semantic constraint on verbs. On the

basis of some relevant literature it firstly points out the deficiency of several existing interpretation schemes. Then

from the perspective of qualia roles in the generative lexicon theory it argues that qualia roles have an important effect

on the semantic and syntactic eligibility of middle sentences. Middle construction is used to highlight the promoting

function of attributes of things on the actions or states denoted by verbs or adjectives. Hence the qualia roles of nouns

are required to have a semantic co-construction and correlation with predicates. Only in this way can a middle sentence

be established.
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1.
( middle construction “ v v«
”( Quirk 1985:735) . (1-2)
(1) a. The car drives fast. (2) a. o
b. The pen writes well. b.

”( Fagan 1992:4) ,
Roeper( 1984) Fagan( 1988) Ackema & Schoorlemmer( 1994/1995) ;

113

Keyser &
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(1980) . (1998) (2001)

Sung Kuo-
ming( 1994) .Ji Xiaoling( 1995) (2003) ,
( 2006a; N 2008;
2011; . 2015) (
2005; 2006b; 2004b.c 2005; 2007a)
( 2004 a; 2007a b)
“NP +V +AP” NP.V AP
2.
Jaeggli( 1986) /Sung
(1994) .Hale & Keyser( 1987) ,Grimshaw( 1990) (20044a) o
Jaegeli( 1986) “ 7 ( Affectedness Constraint)
7 o Ji( 1995:96)
“The book read easily” “read” “book ”
o “The clothes clean easily” “ ”

« ”

o

(3) a. The book sells quickly. b. The music dances well.

c¢. The pen writes smoothly. d. This book translates easily.

o “murder .
kill\hit.kick”  ( Lemmens 1998: 59) :

(4) a. * Kidnappers do not murder easily. b.? Chickens kill easily.

c. * That car hits easily. d. * The door kicks with difficulty.
Sung( 1994) Jaeggli( 1986) “ 7
(5) o (6)a.* o

b o b. * o

c. o c. *® o
Sung (5) “o0 “ N N 7

32



Hale & Keyser( 1987)
“hit-touch”

o Plank(1979)  Jaeggli( 1986)

b. o
c. o

Grimshaw( 1990: 90)

)

o

o

; ( 6) 43 N N »

13

Sung( 1994)

o

~

“hit<touch”
“read”

Hale & Keyser( 1987)

“hit kick kill” (4 .
(2004a)
113
"o Grimshaw
“ ”»
« ” . ( 2006h)
“ ”» .
o “* French learns easily. /* This job does easily. /* Simple stories tell easily. "o Sung(1994:42)
(2004a) (‘ad hoc)
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3.2
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(11) a.

b. *

o

o (10) a. .
o b. * o
o (12)a. o (0 7))
o b.* o (
(9) (10)
o (11) a b
; C b
(12)
a b o
o Pustejovsky( 1991.1995)
\ ( )
( )
( formal role) :
( constitutive role) : .
( agentive role) : . .
(telic role) : o



®

”

(1)
(13b-b") .
(13) a.

(13b)

(13b) (13b’)

“©

“« ”»

“V +NP”

“ ”»

(13b°)

o Yoshimura & Taylor( 2004)

(14b b’)

o a
o b’
)

o cC

(14a’)

“V +AP”

@

“V+NP”

(13) .

(13

13

“V

“V

”»

AP ”»

35



(14b) (14b7)
(l4c) (14c’)
“V AP”

“V + AP”

N ( + ) «
(14) (
AP” ®
w7 »
(15a a’);(2)
(15b b’) .
(15) a. . Q.
b. . b
(15a) (15a’)
“v AP” .

“V AP 9
(13 -15)
) “V
(2006:1 b) “NP
AP .
&) (14a) “y ”
AP,

”»

AP”

“©

« ”
“V
“ 9
“
A ~N
o
“
°
“« ”
”
o
°
°
°
«“ ”
o (15b)
“@ 9 «
“
~
°
AP
AP
“«
“«
”

(15b7)

”»

”»

»

“



(16) al. *
bl.
cl.
(16)

%

*

o al(bl/cl)

(p3)  °

«

(17) al.*
bl. *
cl. *

(17)

“ ”»

»

”»

»

113

(16) i b.
(17) o
o a2.
o b2.
o C2.

al(bl/cl) a2(b2/c2)
a2( b2/c¢2) \a3( b3/c3) o

“

»

113

o b2.

o C2. B

al(bl/cl) a2(b2/c2)
a2( b2/c2) .a3( b3/c3)

“

a3.
o b3.

c3.
al(bl/cl)

al(bl/cl)

a3( b3/c3)

”»

»
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b
)
(16) (17)
) “V AP’7
(2004a)
(18) a. *
c. *

Yoshimura & Taylor( 2004)

( foreground)

@ (2004)
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173 »

(b2) o C “

o

” ( responsibility condition)

(18a)

( background)

13

”»

o

o b. *
d. *
(18) o
( )

(1b3)
(
(13 ”» ( 03)
)
(
(2007a)
@
()



(19) a.

b. *
(21) a.
b. *
“V AP”

3.3

Yoshimura & Taylor 2004) :

(22) a.? That corner sells well.

b. ( dialogue between bookshop personnel on a newly published book)

(20) a.
b. *

»

A: Where should we display this new book?

B: That corner over there sells well. It sells much better than this one over here.

sell well

a

(18)

corner

sell

“©

“V AP ”»

corner

corner

corner sell well
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(2006) ‘NP, +( ) +V +AP”
« ” “NP Vv AP
“ 7 “ \Y NP AP 7,
(23)
“ 7 “ ”( unaccusative verb)
( Perlmutter 1978) .
(24) a. ~ ~
c. ~

( alternation) o Levin & Rappaport( 1995)

o

( 1996) . “ ”

. () .
c () () .
®
( 2004a 2006) .
(18)
3 »
o (23a.b) o
( 23 a) “ » 3 ”» “ »
Lo« » “ »”»
3 »
43 ”» ‘@ ”» 113 ”»
( hidden) “ 7 “ ” ( prominent)
“© ”»
13 ”
]
( 23b) “ ”»
13 ”» 13 ”» {3
”» .
6
; - Hopper & Thompson
(1980: 251 —299)
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