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A Qualia Role Based Approach to
the Analysis of Chinese Synonymous Nouns

Li Qiang Yuan Yulin

Abstract Discrimination of synonymous nouns has been the concern of scholars stud-
ying lexical semantics. However, a traditional meaning-based analysis is unsatisfactory,
because meaning itself is elusive. This paper adopts qualia roles in generative lexicon theo-
ry. with the aim to establish a relatively complete framework of synonymous noun de-
scription. Through describing more than 30 pairs of synonymous nouns, we come up with
several common regularities in the semantic information about synonymous nouns. The a-
nalysis exhibits the advantages of qualia roles in differentiating synonymous nouns. We
hope the framework as proposed here can be eventually applied to Chinese information
processing and international Chinese teaching.

Keywords synonymous nouns, lexical differentiation, qualia role, description frame-

work, semantic regularities
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