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On Subject-Object Displacement Sentences of “V Man( )”
Structure from the Perspective of Qualia Role

HAN Chao' 2

(1. School of Foreign Languages Beijing Institute of Technology Beijing 100081 China;
2. Key Laboratory of Language Cognition and Computation Ministry of Industry and Information Technology Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: From a noun perspective and with the help of the theoretical framework of qualia role the
paper examines the semantic basis underlying the subject-object displacement sentences of “V Man ( )7
structure and finds that the distribution of the qualia role of verbs acting as “container” and “contents” nouns
is distinctive in the structure of A-type and B-type. In addition the spatial constitutive property of the topic
nouns of the A-type as existential sentences is prominent and the A-type shows a cut-shot “whole to part”
perspective in the scene and spatial description discourse. In the B-type the strong collocation of the topic
noun is the verb that acts as its action role and the qualia structure of the topic noun projects general verb
ending sentence pattern as its semantics usually shows the strength of causing dynamics and specificity in
time. Besides this form presents a slow-motion “part to whole” perspective.

Key words: sentence semantics; qualia role; subject-object reciprocity; pragmatic function
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