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An investigation of definition pattern based on the interaction
between argument structure and qualia structure:.

A case study on verbs of cutting
ZHANG Miaomiao

Abstract This paper mainly discusses the interaction between argument structure and
qualia structure on dictionary definition and the construction of definition pattern through the
investigation of verbs of cutting. The argument structure of verbs of cutting is associated
with argument roles of agent, patient, result, instrument, manner, location and so on.
There are five definition patterns in The Contem porary Chinese Dictionary to present differ-
ent argument roles of verbs of cutting. Verbs of cutting and related nouns interact with each
other in the role of result and agentive, instrument and telic, which is also reflected in the
definition of verbs of cutting. Based on the interaction between argument structure and qual-
ia structure, an operable and internally consistent definition pattern can be constructed to re-
alize the interaction and combination of verb perspective and noun perspective in dictionary
definition.

Keywords argument structure; qualia structure; interaction; definition pattern; verbs

of cutting
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