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Semantic interpretation and selective rules on the means of

telic expressions in compound nouns
Meng Kai

Abstract Telic role tops other qualia roles and ‘telictnoun’ is a common and produc-
tive mode in Chinese compound nouns. This paper aims to explain the restraints of choosing
verbal or noun constituents to express the telic feature in compound nouns, such as the
grammaticality of V/N and the same constituent, word gap, and the semantic and pragmatic
differences between synonymous VN and NN, and, meanwhile, aims to explain the inner se-
mantic difference in verbal or noun constituents, such as the superposed telic roles or multi-
plicity of meaning of N, which is the object or result of the implied predicate coming from the
telic feature of N,, and the possibility of V to present the prototypical, default or special te-
lic feature. Three selective rules on the means of telic expression in compound nouns are: 1)
in disyllables, if the telic feature is prototypical and default, noun constituents which are the
objects or results of the implied predicate will be optimized to form NN compound nouns; 2)
in disyllables, if the telic feature is specific or subdivided, verbal constituents (vi mainly)
will be optimized to form VN compound nouns; 3) in trisyllables, verbal disyllable constitu-
ents can be optimized to form VN compound nouns.

Keywords compound nouns;qualia structure; telic feature; semantic interpretation; se-

lective rules
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