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A Qualia Structure Analysis on Mandarin Trisyllabic

Noun-Noun Compound
Zhou Ren

Abstract Based on the qualia structure system in Generative Lexicon Theory, this pa-
per gives a semantic analysis on the inner structure of Mandarin trisyllabic noun—noun com-
pounds(NNC). It reveals that the rhythm pattern of trisyllabic NNCs has significant correla-
tion with their qualia structures. In “1+2” (monosyllable + disyllable) pattern, the mono-
syllabic modifier noun always serves as a constitution role or formal role for the disyllabic
head noun, while in “2+1” (disyllable + monosyllable) pattern, there exists an implicit
predicate serving as a telic role for the monosyllabic head noun.
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